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Appendix A 
Public Notification that a potential event was occurring 

(40 CFR §50.14(c)(1)) 
 

FIGURE A-1 
NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE PUBLIC ZONES 

 
Fig A-1: Illustrates the public zones serviced by the National Weather Service Office in 
Phoenix and San Diego.  Imperial County, including southeast sections of Riverside County 
are part of the reporting public zone areas from the Phoenix office 

 
An index listing all of the issued NWS Area Forecast Discussions and notices begins with page 66.  
Beginning on page 69 a listing of all NWS Area Forecast Discussions and notices begin organized 
by date and time.  All referenced notices in the main document are included beginning with page 
69. 
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FIGURE A-2 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE MAY 18, 2014 

 
Fig A-2: San Diego NWS office issued Urgent Weather Message May 18, 2014.  Source: 
Iowa Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201405190448  

 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201405190448
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FIGURE A-3 
URGENT WEATHER MESSAGE MAY 19, 2014 

 
Fig A-3:  At 849 pm PST on May 19, 2014 the NWS San Diego office issued an Urgent 
Weather Message for a large portion of southeastern California extending from the San 
Diego mountains and deserts northward to the Coachella Valley, and the mountains of 
Riverside and San Bernardino counties.  Source: Iowa Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201405200449 
  

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=NPWSGX&e=201405200449
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FIGURE A-4 
HAZARDOUS WEATHER OUTLOOK FOR MAY 20, 2014 

Fig A-4:  At 318 am PST on May 20, 2014 the NWS Phoenix office issued a Hazardous 
Weather Outlook for extreme southwest Arizona, extreme west-central Arizona, and 
extreme southeast California. The outlook predicted strong southwest winds with gusts 
reaching 40 mph. Dense blowing sand and dust was also expected. Source: Iowa 
Environmental Mesonet; 
https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=HWOPSR&e=201405201118 

https://mesonet.agron.iastate.edu/wx/afos/p.php?pil=HWOPSR&e=201405201118
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FIGURE A-5 
SMOKE TEXT PRODUCT IDENTIFYING DUST OVER SOUTHEASTERN CALIFORNIA 

 
Fig A-5:  A Smoke Text Product issued by NOAA’s Satellite Services Division identified 
blowing dust/sand over southeastern California near the Salton Sea on May 19, 2014. 
Suspended dust in the region was confirmed by satellite images (see Section V). Source:  
http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/FIRE/DATA/SMOKE/2014/2014E200232.html  

http://www.ssd.noaa.gov/PS/FIRE/DATA/SMOKE/2014/2014E200232.html
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FIGURE A-6 
AIR QUALITY ALERT FOR BRAWLEY MAY 20, 2014 

 
Fig A-6:  A web-based Air Quality Alert issued by the ICAPCD at 900 am PST on May 20, 
2014 advised the public that air quality in Brawley was now “Unhealthy for Sensitive 
Groups” 
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FIGURE A-7 
AIR QUALITY LEVELS 

 
Fig A-7:  Air quality levels as determined by the EPA. Source: 
https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi  

  

https://airnow.gov/index.cfm?action=aqibasics.aqi
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FIGURE A-8 
IMPERIAL COUNTY ISSUED NO BURN DAY 

 
Fig A-8: A copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record of the 
conditions as they existed for a determination of a "No Burn" day on May 20, 2014 
 
 

  



May 20, 2014 Exceptional Event, Imperial County Appendix A 

65 

FIGURE A-9 
IMPERIAL COUNTY AFFIDAVIT 30 DAY PUBLIC NOTICE 

 
Fig A-9: A copy of the Imperial County Air Pollution Control District official record 
(affidavit) affirming the publication of the notice of availability of the Exceptional Events 
Demonstration for May 20, 2014.  The date for closing comments was March 2, 2018 
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FIGURE A-10 
IMPERIAL COUNTY 

COMMENTS REGARDING THE MAY 20, 2014 EE DEMONSTRATION 
 

The ICAPCD did not receive any comments 
 

NWS INDEX 
TYPE DATE TIME AGENCY DESCRIPTION PAGE 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/18/2014 2130 PDT San 
Diego 

Cooling continues as the upper low west of Oregon 
this evening moves toward SoCal.  Strong westerly 
winds aloft combined with onshore pressure 
gradients over Nevada will produce winds of 20-30 
mph in the mountains and deserts 

69 

Urgent Weather 
Message 5/18/2014 2148 PDT San 

Diego 

Wind Advisory remains in effect until 3 am 
Wednesday - Coachella Valley/San Diego County 
Deserts 

72 

Urgent Weather 
Message 5/19/2014 322 PDT San 

Diego 

Wind Advisory remains in effect until 3 am 
Wednesday - Coachella Valley/San Diego County 
Deserts 

73 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/19/2014 350 PDT San 
Diego 

Low-pressure system off the Pacific Northwest 
coast will move into California Tuesday and into 
Southern California Wednesday. Onshore flow, 
deepening marine layer - periods of gusty west 
winds in the mountains and deserts 

74 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/19/2014 829 PDT San 
Diego 

Surface pressure gradients were weakening 
onshore to the deserts and had decreased to 5-7 
MBS at 8 am PDT.  Winds remained gusty through 
the desert passes and on the desert slopes where 
gusts of 40 to 45 mph were still being reported 

76 

Preliminary Local Storm 
Report 5/19/2014 911 PDT San 

Diego 

LLLSGX report - Cathedral City (58mph); Campo (In 
Ko Pah 36mph);  79 

Preliminary Local Storm 
Report 5/19/2014 911 PDT San 

Diego 
LSRSGX report - Cathedral City (58mph); Jacumba 
(Mountain Springs Grade 55mph);  83 

Urgent Weather 
Message 5/19/2014 1257 PDT San 

Diego 

Wind Advisory remains in effect until 3 am 
Wednesday - Coachella Valley/San Diego County 
Deserts 

85 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/19/2014 1311 PDT San 
Diego 

Surface pressure gradients were trending back 
onshore to the deserts.  At 1pm…winds remained 
gusty through the desert passes and on the desert 
slopes where gusts of 40 to 45 mph were still being 
reported 

86 
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TYPE DATE TIME AGENCY DESCRIPTION PAGE 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/19/2014 1555 MST Phoenix 

An upper trough centered roughly west of the 
CA/OR border was moving southeastward toward 
the desert southwest.  Dry cool front from the west 
leading to increased winds 

89 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/19/2014 2115 PDT San 
Diego 

A potent closed upper low over the northern 
California coast this evening triggered scattered T-
storms over NorCal this afternoon.  The low will dig 
southeast down the California interior Tuesday.  A 
strong jet stream will move across SoCal Tuesday 
evening which will contribute to stronger winds 

91 

Urgent Weather 
Message 5/19/2014 2149 PDT San 

Diego 

Wind Advisory remains in effect until 3 am 
Wednesday - Coachella Valley/San Diego County 
Deserts 

94 

Urgent Weather 
Message 5/20/2014 304 PDT San 

Diego 

Wind Advisory remains in effect until 3 am 
Wednesday - Coachella Valley/San Diego County 
Deserts 

95 

Urgent Weather 
Message 5/20/2014 311 MST Phoenix 

Wind Advisory in effect from 9 am this morning to 
7 pm this evening - Imperial County 96 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/20/2014 330 PDT San 
Diego 

A closed low-pressure system moving southward 
along the west coast is centered near the Bay area.  
It will be centered over Nevada on Wednesday and 
SoCal Thursday.  Stronger onshore flow will be 
maintained with gusty west winds in the mountains 
and deserts through late tonight 

97 

Hazardous Weather 
Outlook 5/20/2014 418 MST Phoenix 

Wind Advisory in effect from 9 am this morning to 
7 pm this evening - Imperial County 99 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/20/2014 425 MST Phoenix 

Updated Aviation - Cold frontal passage around 
18Z leading to increasing southwest wind 20 to 25 
KTS with gusts 35 KTS.  Patchy blowing dust and 
sand lowering visibility 

101 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/20/2014 940 PDT San 
Diego 

An upper level low slowly drifting southward over 
Central California this morning. Southern California 
remains under the southwesterly flow aloft 

103 

Urgent Weather 
Message 5/20/2014 1315 PDT San 

Diego 

Wind Advisory remains in effect until 3 am 
Wednesday - Coachella Valley/San Diego County 
Deserts 

105 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/20/2014 1350 PDT San 
Diego 

Upper level low slowly shifting inland across 
Central California this afternoon with showers and 
thunderstorms developing over the Central Sierra.  
In the meantime, though SoCal remains under the 
Southwesterly flow aloft 

106 



May 20, 2014 Exceptional Event, Imperial County Appendix A 

68 

TYPE DATE TIME AGENCY DESCRIPTION PAGE 

Preliminary Local Storm 
Report 5/20/2014 2015 PDT San 

Diego 
Palm Springs 55mph  

109 

Area Forecast Discussion 5/20/2014 2026 PDT San 
Diego 

Onshore gradients weakened a bit from earlier in 
the day but were still 6 - 8 MBS onshore to the 
deserts supporting areas of gusty westerly winds 
35 to 45 mph along and below the desert slopes of 
the mountains.  Isolated gusts over 50mph were 
reported at EDOM HILL in the northern Coachella 
Valley at 7pm PDT 

110 

Urgent Weather 
Message 5/20/2014 2135 PDT San 

Diego 

Wind Advisory remains in effect until 3 am 
Wednesday - Coachella Valley/San Diego County 
Deserts 

113 

Urgent Weather 
Message 5/21/2014 312 PDT San 

Diego 

Wind Advisory has expired - Decreasing West 
Winds for the Mountains and Deserts - Coachella 
Valley/San Diego County Deserts 

114 

 


